Windows Installer

Purpose

Windows® Installer is an installation and configuration service that reduces the total cost of ownership. The installer ships with Microsoft® Windows® Server 2003 family, Windows® XP, Windows® 2000, and Windows® Millennium Edition (Windows® Me). The installer is also provided as a service pack to Microsoft® Windows NT® version 4.0., Windows® 98, and Windows® 95. 

Run-Time Requirements

Windows Installer version 2.0 is contained in Microsoft Windows Server 2003 family and Windows XP. The Instmsi.exe file is the redistributable package for installing or upgrading to Windows Installer version 2.0 on earlier operating systems.

This technology is available as a redistributable for Windows Installer version 2.0, from the SDK Update site. Two packages are available at this site:

1. One package should only be used to install or upgrade to Windows Installer version 2.0 on Windows ME, Windows 98 and Windows 95. 

2. The other package should only be used to install or upgrade to Windows Installer version 2.0 on Windows 2000 and Windows NT 4.0 with Service Pack 6. 

These should not be used to install or upgrade Windows Installer version 2.0 on Windows Server 2003 family and Windows XP .

